
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

OF THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES

OF THE FLATHEAD INDIAN RESERVATION

CINDY UMPHREY, ) Cause No. AP-97-050-CC
Appellant, )

Vs. )

)
GREGORY SOUZA, ) ORDER DISMISSING APPEAL

Appellee. )

)
)

Appellant Cindy Umphrey filed a Notice of Appeal with this Court August 29,

2012 on a final order entered by the Lower Court on August 9, 2012. Several issues in the

Appellant's filings require this Court to dismiss her appeal.

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Law and Order Code, specifically Part 9,

Rules of Appellate Procedure, govern how appeals are taken in this Court. Under Rules 1

and 5 of those Rules, an appellant is required to file an appeal within 20 days from the

date the final order or judgment is issued. Rule 1 says (emphasis added):

Rule 1. Notice of Appeal. (1) An appeal shall be taken by filing a notice of
appeal with the Appellate Administrator, with a copy to the Clerk ofthe Tribal
Court within 20 days of the date of the final judgment or order of the trial court.
Failure of an appellant to timely file a notice of appeal is ground for dismissal of
the appeal.

The Appellant filed a Notice of Appeal with the Appellate Administrator but did not file

a copy of the notice with the Clerk of the Tribal Court. If she had, her filing fee would

have been due to the tribal court as outlined in Rule 5, which demands that at the time of

filing the copy with the tribal court, the appellant pay a nominal filing fee:

(1) At the time of filing the notice of appeal, the appellant shall pay to the Clerk
of the Tribal Court a fee of $25 for filing and transmitting the record on appeal,
unless the fee is waived by the Chief Justice upon the granting of leave to proceed
in forma pauperis or for other good cause shown. Failure to pay the filing fee,
unless waived, is ground for dismissal of the appeal.

The Appellant did not file the copy of her Notice of Appeal with the lower court nor did

she pay her filing fee which is grounds enough for dismissal.
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